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SUBJECT:

lv outstanding and have from tims to tims besn a sjwet of consideration between

the

“30 S USiA o ha«,»)é,«.._)

Iraqi Position re Outstanding Immm Berdef Problexs

As the Departmant is aware, various Iragi-Ipanian border issues remain

two govermmenks, Usually, however, it has Bden the Iranian Government which

has sought to ocome mﬁw grips with the prublen, while the Iragi authorities,
on their part; have heen satisCied with the prevailing situation and have pre-
ferred to settle igsues on a looal basiss IN $his cormection, the Department's

for

attention is invited to Embassy Tdiran's dsspatch mo, 503, dated May 12, 1955,
require

a review of current Iranisn thinking on those border problems which

settlement.,

The possibility of ds.msimu hefween the. Traql and Iranian Govermments on

border issues has now been mpeted for fhe | or more, Although the
2 thet Taie "

Iranian anthoritiss seem to have besn

Dr,

of the Nuri gl-SAID Goverpment in & 02 1ast 'vear is reported to have
dampened somewhat any sush optimism m M!m's despatch no. 157, da

might be begun during
Fadhil JAMALI's temure of office aa Prims MiMster of Irag, the inanguratien

€

September 14, 1954), The Iranian Ambossador in s Mo Bupsain GHODS-NAKEAZ,
tells us, howover, that he has consistenitly m Irmlm?omignOtﬂeam
adoptammhnpsfﬂﬁewofﬁnri‘a&tim Xran and to propose to him— ~

that theboﬁerismbetakmnpﬁt&:“ﬁrmlﬂngthenmemt@\,._

all, His efforts appear to have boms

fryid, vhen early this year hs )

mwmtﬁwmtapmalwmwm’tmmemmm
issue be diacussed by the two partias, : _—

ing

| fomofanhtW#%MMMmMmmth&
various aspects of the subject.

N 'n;:f K,

-

ﬁzeImdeaalW”MtMMmtmﬁomtoﬁp_
Oriemtal Section of the Imuqi Foreign 0ff9ce, which wes instructed to prepama
report on the Iraqi positiom with respect to waricua aspects of the problem,

This report was completed in March of 1955 and hof beem “under study" by ranks

Iraqi officials mince that time. The report; we are informed, takes the

P

 Sayyid Abdn) Mahdl ALUSEAIOAR, tho , Direator of the Orfental Section of iha

A'.fCC?

. Office; tells us in cmﬁdsmo that m 18 8 major divergence in mn ‘

sis MWS? tﬂx:e two positions, . 1o statesn, skreases the inec
portance o e no mmmmacr pmblamandplaceaspwm
mphasia upon the nesd 6 assurs M  restding along the frontier of:
HFEilts/fuh W

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/01/04 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000600010135-8

_]




" _. Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/01/04 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000600010135-8 = ..
v € sl . ? L R

" Page —___of ; Page i -}
" Enel No._ COL‘IF]I)ENTIAL Desp. No. 62;1 -
Desp. No————— T (Classification) From __ Baghdad ;

From

[ adequate supply of water coming from stream and canals which have their
| , origin in Iranian territory. In this comection; the Iragi frontier authoritie
have for some time been recei _ elr border

AaCll CLEL
Al=Ushaiqar conm :
Mandali, Badra (where, according
% 11iv 78 o enger anian teﬂm Md
destroy one such dam by force), Khanagin and.l . The Iragi posi~ |
i tion in this matter, he contends, is based upon generally accepted principles /
{ of intermational law on the subject of rights of riparian states to an equite -
‘able sharing of water. The Iranian position; according to our source, is that

‘this particular aspect of the problem is of minor importance and can be

settled, as are recurring tribal migration problems, by the appropriate frontier

officers of both pirties, ' ~

i

The Iranians, instead, emphasize the Shatt al-Arab seckor of the frontier
issue, argne DL e5! Yol arrangements on the river

adequate] X Y ANIAD INLerests in DALLOrs Of UreEing. navigae
tion, efc he Departm racall that Article 5 of the Iragi-Iranian

Frontier Treaty of July 4y 1937, stipulated that the two signatories would con-
clude " .co @ Convention concerning the maintenance and improvement of the -
navigable channel, dredging, pilotage, dues to be levied, sanitary measures,
measures to be taken for the prevention of smggling, and all other matters
relating to the navigation of the Shatt al=Arab ,.."c In actual fact; no
such Convention has ever been concluded, Under existing arrangements the

i Iraqi authorities assume full control of river mavigation, etc., but contend

! that they'do so.in the mtual interest of both states.

In any event, according to Al-Ushaiqar, the Iranians wish a bi-national
conmission to be appoimted charged with regulating Shatt aleArab matters. The
Iragi authorities, on their part, are strongly opposed to this idea. They fear
that if any such bi-national commission is emtrusted with regulatory powers -
over Shatt al-Arab navigation and related matters, their oun claim to sovereign-
ty over the river, as defined in Article 4 of the Iragi-Iranian Frontier Treaty
~ peferred to abpve, must necessarily be compromised, Al-Usha&iqar tells us, tog, A,
' that it has been desided that themaximum extent to which the Iraqis are pre- ]
pared to go to meet the Ivanian position on this peint is to agree; if they ‘
must; to the appointment of a bismational Advisory Commissiem; which would have |
powers to investigate navigational problems on the Shatt al-irsb and to make |
resommendations to the Iraghk control authorities; The latter; he emphazized,
will not be obligated to accept any such recormendations.

RO Dr N P Jo.

 In view of these divergent opinions; the Iragi authorities have questioned ‘
the advisability of discussing the matter with the Iraniansy On the urging of J
the Iranian Ambassador in Baghdad, however; they have finally agreed to the .- -
dppointment of a comission; consisting of representatives of the two countrims,
~ to,consider the problem; There is, of conrse; some suggestion that this wills °
~ ingness is prompted, in part &t least; by Prime Minister Nurifs hope that Iranian
! ANTRTINIE asPra T |

|

|

| oL ;
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| adherence to the Turk-Iragi Pact may be facilitated by Iraq's showing willings
l ness to clear the atmosphere of outstanding issues. : ) \

The merbers of the Iragi delegation, whose names have not yet been announced;
are understood to include representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs,
Defense, Interior, and Commnications and Works, a s well as from the Port of
Rasrah Directorate Gemeral, Their names are reported to have been cormunicated
to the Iranian authorities for concurrence. Al-Ushaigar tells us that the names
of the Tranian delegation members have not yet been received in Baghdad. The
exact date and place of the Commissfon meebing have basn left up o the Iraniar
Government to decide, Al-Ushaigar personally beliecves that either Basrah or
Abadan or perhbaps even both will be designated as the site or sitea for the
'talklf? In any event, the Iragi authorities are currently awaiting an Iranian
replys '

Por the Ambassa.doré, —

o

: copiea teé

Anfpbassy Tehran
" " London
ArConsulate Basra
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